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The right of public school students to freedom of speech is guaranteed by the Constitution of 
the United States and the constitution of the Commonwealth. The Joint Operating Committee 
respects the right of students to express themselves in word or symbol and to distribute and 
post materials in areas designated for posting as a part of that expression. The Joint Operating 
Committee also recognizes that exercise of that right must be limited by the school's 
responsibility to maintain an orderly school environment and to protect the rights of all 
members of the school community ,ill 

This policy addresses student expression in general and distribution and posting of materials 
that are not part of school-sponsored activities. Materials sought to be distributed or posted as 
part of the curricular or extracurricular programs of the school shall be regulated as part of the 
educational program. 

Definitions 

Distribution - students handing nonschool materials to others on school property or during 
school-sponsored events; placing upon desks, on or in lockers; or engaging in any other 
manner of delivery of nonschool materials to others while on school property or during school 
functions. When email, text messaging or other technological delivery is used as a means of 
distributing or accessing nonschool materials via use of school equipment or while on school 
property or at school functions, it shall be governed by this policy. Off-campus or after hours 
distribution, including technological distribution, that does or is likely to materially or 
substantially interfere with the educational process, including school activities, school work, or 
discipline and order on school property or at school functions; threatens serious harm to the 
school or community; encourages unlawful activity; or interferes with another's rights is also 
covered by this policy. 








