Dear Career Street Supporter,
On behalf of the ECVTS Foundation’s Career Street program, I am writing to make you aware of the critical need for business sponsorships to offset Career Street operational costs.  At this point in time, our projections indicate that the Career Street program has about six months of funds remaining.  

Since the beginning of the program, Career Street’s strategic plan has always called for reliance on financial support from three distinct funding sources - local businesses, schools, and grants.  It is our shortcoming financial participation from the business sector was not addressed with you much sooner, however now is the time to make this specific facet of the strategic plan funding become a reality.

Without funding from businesses such as yours, Career Street’s capability to continue providing the school-to-business-to-career connections that your business has looked to the program to provide over the past several years is in serious jeopardy. 
At its inception, Career Street was the recipient of a three-year Shaping Tomorrow grant from the Erie Community Foundation.  This grant, which is non-renewable, provided the necessary funding over the past four years to develop the Career Street website; procure an Executive Director’s services; and, most importantly, allow the program to establish and maintain the flagship feature of the Career Street program, its interactive business and school district networking tool.  Remaining grant funds are close to being fully exhausted and will cease to exist within the next six to twelve month timeframe.  
Career Street has also received the continued annual financial support of approximately $40,000 per year in membership fees from the eleven Erie County school districts participating in the Career Street program.  These funds, billed at $3,000 per year per district, are intended to directly support student career experiences, not to fund Career Street operations.  Over the course of the school year, these funds are paid back to the school districts upon request to pay for student job shadowing, guest speakers, and other career-related field experiences.  Reimbursements cover the costs of bus transportation, substitute teachers, career-based software and other essential items that enable career exploration experiences to occur for the Erie County school district students.  

To put our business sponsorship request in perspective, there are over 170 local businesses currently involved with Career Street.  With a minimum sponsorship pledge ranging from $1,000 - $5,000 depending on your business’ financial capability, these funds would allow for the completion of a major renovation and update to the Career Street website.  Secured funding from our local businesses would also enable the program’s Director to shift efforts toward developing stronger grant and community funding relationships within the next twelve to eighteen months; rather than remaining focused on establishing the school to business connections that was initially required to develop the Career Street networking tools.
We hope you value the Career Street program and its impact on Erie County as much as we believe you do and that you will seriously consider our request for sponsorship funding.  

If you should have any questions, please feel free to contact XXXXX.  

Thank you in advance for your ongoing support of the Career Street program. 

