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ABR Students Win Challenge:  Nick Berdis of McDowell High School and Alec Lijewski-Maines of Seneca High School represented the Erie County Technical School at the Edelbrock Carburetor Challenge at the Pittsburgh Auto Show.  The two boys competed against eight other teams from other technical schools from Pennsylvania.  Mr. Balsiger, the ABR instructor is proud that Nick and Alec won the challenge, but also of the effort that both put into preparing for the competition.  Nick and Alec both will receive a $5,000 scholarship to the Ohio Technical College where both are attending in the Fall of 2012.

CIS Student Semi-Finalist for Exchange Program:  Ariane Kramer of McDowell High School has become a semi-finalist for the Congress-Bundestag Exchange Program.  The CBYX program is for motivated students who would like to experience the Germany culture and language through a full integration.
ECTS is extremely proud of Ariane, and wishes her the BEST of LUCK to be one of the lucky 20-25 students to be awarded this scholarship opportunity.  See attached essay and certificate.

Locco Scholarship Interviews:  On Thursday, March 1st the Manufacturer and Business Association conducted the 2012 interviews for the Patrick R. Locco Scholarship.  The Erie County Technical School had three students from three labs engaged in the interview process.
		Dominic Gardunio	North East High School		DDE
		Emmett Rennie		Harbor Creek High School	PMT
		David Shaw		Union City High School		MTF
Each of these young men will receive a $100.00 savings bond for being nominated and will be honored at a luncheon in April where the winner will be announced for the $1,000 Scholarship.

Guidance Counselor Meeting:  The Erie County Technical School hosted the guidance counselors from the 11 sending schools on Friday, March 9th.  Lisa Sorenson did a tremendous job organizing and facilitating the meeting.  The topics of conversation were: Enrollment Review, New Student Dinner, PSSA and NOCTI testing, Home School electives similar to ECTS offerings, and Special Education.  In addition, each Guidance Counselor spent 15-20 minutes visiting one of their students in a lab.

ROVA Leadership Conference:  Mr. Rob Suprynowicz, the PMT instructor chaperoned three of our students to the annual ROVA leadership conference held on March 11th and 12th at the McKeever Learning Center.  The students that participated were Ryan Smathers of North East High School (ELC), Matt Washburn of McDowell High School (ELC) and Cody March of General McLane High School (EET).

The local Rotary Clubs sponsor the students for this engaging conference which provides a positive training experience for the students to cultivate their leadership skills.

PSSA Tip-Off:  Conducted on March 6th, 7th and 8th to inform the juniors of the value of the test.
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OAC Dinner Meeting:  The 2012 Spring Occupational Advisory Council dinner meeting was held on Tuesday, March 13th.  Elaine Shaffer organized the event which our instructors hosted their advisory board to discuss their programs and the curriculum.  Again, Elaine did a super job with the dinner preparations by having the Ambassador Hotel cater the dinner event.  Mrs. Shaffer reported that 121 OAC members attended the event, which represented 84 different organizations in our community.  See attached list.

NOCTI Preparation:  The Erie County Technical seniors are preparing for the NOCTI tests that will be administered throughout the month of April.  The instructors have been making the final push to ensure that the other seniors are ready for the test by reviewing NOCTI blueprints, guides and sample questions.  In addition, on March 19th, Jan Kennerknecht and Joe Tarasovitch conducted a NOCTI informational session to enlighten the seniors with the value of the NOCTI and test-taking strategies.  

Mr. Tarasovitch mailed a letter home to each senior parents to inform them of the importance of the NOCTI assessment and to request their support with ensuring that their child gets the proper rest and diet.

Principal Meeting:  The Erie County Principals met for the final time of the 2011-12 school year on Tuesday, March 20th.  Joe shared the “Low-Grade” report so that each district could be proactive with the possible failures.

