Talking Points

Use of ECTS and Skill Center for the Community College

Erie County Technical School, Joint Operating Committee
August 26, 2010, 7:00 p.m.
Prepared for:  Mr. Barry Grossman, County Executive
1) I appreciate the fact that the ECTS Operating Committee has been interested in and supported the community college proposal for some time now.
2) The current community college plan contemplates the use of the Erie County Technical School and Skill Center buildings, along with Erie Central Career & Technical School.
3) As I understand it, local property taxes already support the operation and maintenance of these buildings (e.g. 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.).

4) Use of these buildings as both a ‘technical high school’ and ‘community college’ avoids additional property taxes, essentially giving Erie County residents two services in the price of one.
5) I am asking you to endorse, through a memorandum of understanding, the use of your buildings by the community college at your most reasonable cost.
6) That cost would be negotiated later and incorporated into a lease between the community college board of trustees and the joint operating committee.  
(Ideas to consider include cost reimbursement, a utilities-only rate or a favored rate charged to school districts and non-profits.)
7) I would like to offer the following ideas in exchange for a favorable lease rate:
(Barry, all of the ‘in exchange’ items are at your discretion.  They have been mentioned and would be valuable.  Bob Oliver may have other ideas.)
a) dual enrollment agreements that offer Erie County high school students community college credits for technical education courses taken at the Erie County Technical School

b) dual enrollment agreements that offer Erie County high school students community college credits for academic courses taken at Erie County high schools

c) a seat on the board of trustees for the community college so your interests are always represented and your support always recognized
d) consideration of joint capital projects that serve the community college and ECTS
