SPE May 3007

Erie County

Technical

School

The Erie County Technical School (ECTS) takes pride in offer-
ing students a comprehensive education that includes outstanding
instruction and hands-on application of theory within the class-
room as well as work-based learmning experiences. ECTS students
have the opportunity to participate in cooperative education,
internships and job shadowing. Many students are also afforded
the chance to participate in field trips, community service projects
and may elect to compete in technical competitions at the local,
state and national level.

Most recently, 12 Drafting & Design students traveled to Butler
County Community College (BCCC) to participate in the 16th
annual Drafting Competition and Technology Fair. This highly
competitive competition was introduced in 1991 with only seven
high schools and 60 contestants. Today, it has become the pre-
mier high school drafting competition in western Pennsylvania
attracting over 20 schools and more than 160 students.

For two years in a row, ECTS drafting students have proved
to be serious contenders as they have taken home overall first
place honors in the technical/career school division.

“It was very exciting to come home with the first place trophy
for the second year in a row,” said Mariea Sargent, Drafting &
Design instructor. “/ am extremely proud of how well our students
performed at the BCCC’s annual drafting contest. They were very
well prepared and were fine representatives of ECTS.”
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This year’s competition included
five drafting categories — Mechanical
Drafting (manual), Architectural Draft-
ing (manual), AutoCAD Machine 2D,
Inventor 3D and Architectural Desk-
top. Students were evaluated on line
weights, accuracy, dimensions and
notations, lettering, overall appear-
ance and neatness.

Amory Oberlander, a second year
drafting student at ECTS and a junior
at Fort LeBoeuf High School took
first place in the mechanical drafting
category. “I competed last year and
took first place in the same category,”
said Oberlander. “This year’s project
was to draw an orthographic view of
a bracket. | really enjoy the mechani-
cal part of drafting because you have
more room to be creative and person-
alize your drawings.”

Taking second and third place
respectively in the same category
were ECTS students, Igor Belousov
and Anthony Edinger. Belousov, a
first year drafting student and a soph-
omore at Girard High School, was
excited about the competition and
took extra time to prepare himself.

Edinger, a second year student
from Fort LeBoeuf, was also happy to
be part of the ECTS team and enjoyed
the challenge of completing a drawing
within an allotted amount of time.

Nate Gaff took first place in Auto-
CAD Machine 2D. Gaff is an lroquois
student and is completing his second
year in the Drafting & Design program
at ECTS. He was also the first place
winner in the same category at last
year’'s competition. Fellow student,
Tina Raeke, a second year student at
ECTS and a junior at McDowell High
School, was also victorious with a third




place win in AutoCAD Machine 2D.

Ryan Beach took second place for his drawing in
the Architectural Drafting category. Beach is a second
year drafting student and a senior at North East High
School. “My project was to take an existing barn struc-
ture and remodel it into an office building. It was fun to
be on the campus of a community college and I really
enjoyed participating.”

Cole Schweigert, took third place in the Inventor 3D
category. Schweigert is a second year drafting student
and a junior at General McLane. “/ took second place
last year in AutoCAD Machine 2D but this year’s project
was a lot more difficult. It was fun to participate again
and | was happy to be part of the overall winning team.”

For their efforts, all first place winners received $75
cash while second and third place recipients received
$50 and $25 respectively. With ECTS claiming the
first place trophy, the trophy for second place went
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to Central High School and Clearfield County
Career & Technology Center took home the
third place trophy.

“This annual competition is a great oppor-
tunity for high school students to demonstrate
their technical knowledge, skills and problems
solving abilities,” added Sargent. “I/t’s also
beneficial for educators who have the oppor-
tunity to network during the competitions. We
can share and discuss the latest initiatives,
curriculum ideas and instructional methods used
in the drafting and design industry.”

In addition to the competitions, visiting
students were given a guided tour of the cam-
pus and had the chance to learn more about
admission requirements and the various op-
portunities available at BCCC.

“Most of our drafting students and competi-
tors plan to continue their education in this field
so it was beneficial for them to visit a college
campus and to learn more about all the educa-
tional and career opportunities available to them
after high school,” continued Sargent. “/f was an
enjoyable day and a very worthwhile field trip.
We're all looking forward to returning to BCCC
next spring.”
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