The Erie County Technical
School {ECTS), 8500 Oliver Road,
recently announced the formation
of several new articulation agree-
ments with the Pittsburgh Techni-
cal Institute (PTI). ECTS's articu-
lation agreements with PTI now
include the following programs:
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After spending several summers helping his un-
cle with housing construction, Dave Corsi thought
he wanted to pursue a career designing residential
homes. In ninth grade he was able to take a basic
drafting class at Girard High School which turned
out to be just enough to spark a greater interest
in the field. Corsi soon learned about another high
school option available to him through the Erie
County Technical School (ECTS).

ECTS currently serves over 2,500 high school
students from 11 Erie County sending school
districts. With 19 intensive career and technical
programs to choose from, Corsi was thrilled to
discover Drafting & Design as one of the educa-
tional offerings. Today, he is nearing the comple-
tion of the three year program and will graduate
from Girard High School later this spring.

Although his interests have shifted from
architectural design to tool design, Corsi is well
on his way to a successful and rewarding career.
Over the course of three years, Corsi has gained a
basic understanding of mechanical and architectural
design. Through his course work in drafting,
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mechanical drafting and CAD, he has learned
to create precise computer-aided drawings that
show how to construct machines, buildings and
infrastructures. Corsi has also gone one step
further and can add tool design to his list of
accomplishments.

~ Corsi has been a model student during his
years at ECTS and was one of few students to
participate in a co-operative education experience
beginning in his junior year. Now nearing the end
of his senior year, Corsi spends every weekday
afternoon at his co-op job at Reiser Tool Design
in Girard.

Reiser Tool Design provides plastic injection
mold and tool design for a variety of industries
including medical, automotive and consumer prod-
ucts. Dave Reiser, owner of Reiser Tool Design,
had never been an employer in the co-op program
before but knew he could use an exira designer
and liked the idea of providing a work-based learn-
ing experience at the high school level.

“As a former graduate of ECTS myself, | was
happy to provide on-the-job-training and work
experience to a qualified high school
student,” said Reiser. “Dave Corsi
came to us with a good basic under-
standing of detailing drawings as well
as dimensioning techniques. He had
a solid background in AutoCAD and
Inventor which made it easier for him
to transition into our software prefer-
ence, ProEngineer. Dave now takes
three dimensional drawings and cre-
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ates cross section views and adds
dimensions as needed,” continued
Reiser.

“Dave Corsi is doing a great job
for us and I've been pleased with
his performance since he joined our
design group over a year ago. He
worked throughout the summer and
has been with us ever since. | am im-
pressed with his work ethic and he is




Dave Reiser (standing) and
Dave Corsi review a

Dave Corsi and Mariea Sargent,
‘drafting & design instructor at ECTS, ®
review an architectural drawing in AutoCAD

recent product design
in ProEngineer

it

always prompt and reliable. Dave is a good listener
and is eager to learn new things and to take on more
responsibility.” .

In order to facilitate a greater understanding of
injection molds and how they are transformed from a
computerized drawing to an actual tool, Dave Reiser
took Dave Corsi on a tour of Precision Tool in Girard.
An excited Dave Corsi said, “It was really interesting
to actually see how a fool was made from one of our
drawings. | watched the CNC machine cut the steel
to make the mold and | got to see other parts of the
shop.”

Elaine Shaffer, business partnership coordinator
at ECTS, takes great pride in placing qualified high
school students in appropriate co-op positions. “Right
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now we have nearly 60 students out on co-op
and | continue to get calls from business and
industry seeking qualified employees,” ex-
plained Shaffer. “Cooperative education is an
important program at the Erie County Techni-
cal School and a valuable work-based experi-
ence,” continued Shaffer. “The co-op program
is reserved for those individuals who are
considered to be the most likely to succeed
on the job. In addition, our co-op students
are representatives of ECTS and because of
this important responsibility, there are certain
qualifications in place to insure that only con-
scientious and proficient students participate.”

Shaffer added, “Co-op is a great oppor-
tunity for our students and helps open their
eyes to employer expectations such as good
attendance, responsibility, work ethic and de-
pendability. Whether headed off to college or
directly into the workforce, the co-op program
provides valuable work experience and is a

good addition to a resume.”
continued on page 8
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M Corsi was recently selected as the ECTS
recipient of the Patrick R. Locco Award,

sponsored by the Manufacturers’ Association of
Northwest Pennsylvania. Corsi was nominated
along with four other ECTS students. Corsi will
receive a $1,000 scholarship for continuing
education, while the other nominees will receive
a $100 savings bond. ,

Mariea Sargent, Drafting & Design instruc-
tor at ECTS, is proud of Corsi’'s achievements
and excited about his future potential. “/’'ve had
Dave in class for three years and selected him as

Past Presidents at the March Meeting

Mark DeHaven =

SPE President
1993-94
(on left)

Robert Carter

SPE President
2002-03

{on vright)

@ POLYMER RESOURCES LTD.
The Leader in Classic Engineering Plastic Compounds i
® PRL PC — Polycarbonate

» PRL PPX ~ Medified PPO/PPE

e PRL TP - PBT Polyester
* PRL ABS - ABS

s PRL PC/TP - PC Polyesters

» PRL PC/ABS - PC/ABS Blends
* PRL PEI - Polyetherimide

® PRL NY - Polyamide

~ ROBERT SPANO

- OFFICE: 336-633‘-96?9
_ Fax: 330-633-9288

E-MAIL: yspaﬁo@Peiy@erRésOq‘rgeé;cQ‘mf
Custoner SERVICE: 800-243-5176

www.PolymerResources.com

a nominee for Patrick Locco Award based on a
variety of reasons. He is intelligent, hard working
and carries himself in a professional manner.
Dave is a team player and expresses himself
well in the classroom and at his place of em-
ployment. Although he came to ECTS without
a plan, he has embraced the education avail-
able to him and is gaining excellent on the job
training. He now has a clear career path and a
very bright future ahead of him,” added Sargent.

In addition to his academic accolades, Corsi
has competed in various competitions through
SkillsUSA at ECTS and participated in football
and track and field at Girard High School. Corsi
has been accepted in the Plastics Engineering
program at Penn State Erie, The Behrend Coliege
and will start school this fall.
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