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DESCRIPTION:   
 
 The superintendents have designed a training and transition program to serve the needs of 
life skills/special education students.  The program will provide training in commercial 
housekeeping and fast food service.  Six districts have agreed to cooperatively provide and 
support the program.  The districts are Fairview, Fort LeBoeuf, Girard, Harbor Creek, North East 
and Union City.  The Articles of Agreement authorize the technical school to provide this type of 
service through Article X, Special Programs. 
 
 With space available at the Skill Center, the superintendents have requested that the 
technical school construct a laboratory (mock hotel rooms and fast food service counter) in the 
former facilities maintenance laboratory.  The technical school is also investigating the use of 
mobile homes available through FEMA and the General Services Administration in lieu of 
constructing the mock-ups.  The estimated cost to construct and equip the laboratory is $106,000.  
A rough sketch of the laboratory space accompanies this motion request.  The cost of a trailer is 
approximately $8,000.  Depending upon the size of the trailers, two or three trailers may meet 
the needs of the program.  We are evaluating the availability of trailers and their ability to fit into 
the space.  The districts are providing the funding for the laboratory. 
 
 Some minor modifications will need to be made to the space to accommodate utilities 
(water, sewage and electric).  If the school constructs the laboratory, construction trades students 
would complete the work as a laboratory project.  We may need to request a waiver from PDE in 
order for the students to do the work.  PDE has granted this type of waiver on several projects in 
other schools. 
 
 At this time, the design of the program only involves providing space and constructing 
the laboratory.  All other resources associated with the program (personnel, instructional 
materials, etc.) will be provided by the school districts. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Motion to authorize the technical school to provide laboratory space to participating school 
districts for a special education transition center at the Skill Center. 
 










