By SHEILA BOUGHNER-BLA!R
Staff wnter i o

DlscuSSI()nS contmue about a
proposed  technical . commumty
college for northwestern Pennsyl-
vania, Venango Technology Cen-
ter director Rod Tarr told the cen-
ter s Joint Committee Monday.

" The proposed technical com-

" munity college would serve Erie,
Crawford, Warren, Mercet, Ve-
nango, Forest and Clarion coun-
ties with programs offering cer-
tificate or associate degrees in
such areas as weldmg technolo-
gy, automotive tcchnolagy,
bulldmg ccnstmctlon techx?ology

264

'and machme toel technology,
Tarr said : .

thl‘c; ’

fered at the schools.

*This community eollege con-

‘cept is not being considered to

compete. with any ex1stmg post-

secondary programs,” he said.

The programs would offer “a
affordable college entry pathway
to.students, some of whom might

decide to pursue further studies at . -

local post-secondary institutions

offering bachelor s degrees, he,

said.

ing “hundreds mﬂlmns of dol-A
lars of facilities, te,chnologwal’
equipment and staff” already on -
hand and would be similar to the
secondary programs already of-.

He pomted to a number of '

1 n each
-Separate county to support these ’
- specific- kinds of programs,” he
said. “However, if you combine
the training assets . . . and market
potential of the populatmns of
the seven counties involved in
the mmal planmng, it just mlght
wor
He cautloned that the 1dea is
sﬁll in the planning stages:
Most of the career and techni- .
cal schools in the region do not .
‘offer academic courses, S0 that
_part of the mix would have to be
addressed, Tarr said. -
~ “We. haven’t signed anythmg
_yet,” he said. “But1 think it would’
be an advantage to the atea and an’
-~ advantage to adults in the area.”




