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Erie County Technical School  
Adults in the High School Program 

Position Paper 
 

 
I. Rationale 

 
a. Service to community members—proximate, affordable, quality technical training 
b. Create a positive influence on student behavior and work ethic in the high school 
c. Additional revenue source 
d. Validate the quality of the high school program—if adults are willing to participate, then 

the community will value the program for teens 
e. Improve utilization of facilities and equipment—increased program enrollment 

 
II. Greater Altoona Career and Technical Center Details 

 
a. Adults referred to as intergenerational students—started in the mid 80’s 
b. Adults attend all day (both AM and PM sessions) 
c. Program is one year in length—adults progress through curriculum faster 
d. For 2004-2005—41 adults enrolled 
e. Adults age range from 18 to mid 60’s 
f. High school curriculum is followed 
g. Most adults receive some form of financial support 
h. Co-op eligible after completion of 75% of the curriculum 
i. Adults enrolled if space available after high school students enroll 
j. Clearances not required 
k. All Altoona teachers were positive about having adults in their classes 
l. Adults take certification tests upon completion of program 
m. Tuition rate averages $3800 for adults 

 
III. Francis Tuttle Career & Technology Center Details 

 
a. Two-thirds of school’s enrollment consisted of adult students 
b. Faculty noted a more mature learning environment with adults in the secondary program 
c. Campus had more of a “community college feel” than a “technical high school feel” 

 
IV. ECTS preparation prior to enrolling adults 

 
a. JOC approval 
b. Acquire accreditation from PDE 
c. Complete curriculum revisions (at least in those labs participating) 
d. Determine which labs would be most appropriate to pilot adult student enrollment: 

i. Determine the value of the program—employment potential 
ii. Determine the value to the community—reference demand occupations 

iii. Lab capacity after high school enrollments 
e. Develop advertising strategy and budget 
f. Develop adult interview and application process 
g. Analyze staffing patterns to handle workload of adult students 

i. Financial aid management 
ii. Guidance and counseling 

iii. Application and admission 
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Daytime Programs
......................................................................
DAYTIME/LONG-TERM TRAINING OPTIONS
Adults have the opportunity to learn technical or professional skills through
hands-on experience.  A variety of subject areas are available.  Flexible
scheduling, full or half days, allows the adult student to select the amount of
training needed.  Involvement in a daytime or long term program will be based
on individual needs and occupational objectives.  Daytime classes are
scheduled for various start times throughout the year.  Contact the Adult
Career Center at the campus of your choice for an application.

DAYTIME Programs, Tuitions and Fees
Program Name Tuition Fees Total

Brownstown Campus
Cosmetology (1250 hrs.) $8125 $480 $8605
Cosmetology Instructor (500 hrs.)$3250 $395 $3645
Cosmetology Nail Technician (200 hrs.) $1300 $395 $1695
Construction Technologies Center:
Cabinet Making & Millwork $4800 $655 $5455
Commercial Construction $4800 $655 $5455
Drafting– Architectural CAD $4800 $655 $5455
Electrical Construction Technology $4800 $655 $5455
Floral/Greenhouse $4800 $655 $5455
HVAC/R $4800 $655 $5455
Masonry $4800 $655 $5455
Nursery, Landscaping & Design $4800 $655 $5455
Painting, Ceramic Tile & Vinyl $4800 $655 $5455
Plumbing $4800 $655 $5455
Residential Carpentry $4800 $655 $5455
Visual Communications Center:
Commercial Art $4800 $655 $5455
Desktop Publishing/
Electronic Prepress $4800 $655 $5455
Forensic Investigation Illustration $4800 $655 $5455
Graphics & Printing Technology $4800 $655 $5455
Photography $4800 $655 $5455

Mount Joy Campus
CIS– Office Applications/
MOUS Certif. $4800 $655 $5455
Computer/Network Engineering $4800 $655 $5455
Cosmetology $8125 $480 $8605
Early Childhood Education $4800 $655 $5455
(Off campus) $4800 $630 $5230 
Emergency Medical Services $4800 $655 $5455
Fire Protection  $4800 $655 $5455
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Daytime Programs
......................................................................

Mount Joy Campus Cont.
Hospitality & Lodging Management $4800 $655 $5455
Internet Programming & 
Development $4800 $655 $5455
Law Enforcement $4800 $655 $5455
Culinary Arts Center:
Baking & Pastry Arts $4800 $655 $5455
Culinary Arts/Chef $4800 $655 $5455
Dietician Assistant $4800 $655 $5455
Hospitality/Dining Room $4800 $655 $5455
Food Processing/Meatcutting $4800 $655 $5455
Institutional Foods $4800 $655 $5455
Manufacturing Center:
Electronics Technology $4800 $655 $5455
Machinist/Machine Technology $4800 $655 $5455
Computer/Network Engineering $4800 $655 $5455
Sheet Metal Technology $4800 $655 $5455
Welding Technology $4800 $655 $5455
Truck Driving Class A (200 hrs.) $4200 $497 $4697
Truck Driving Class B (3 weeks) $3000 $404 $3404

Willow Street Campus
Cosmetology (1250 hrs.) $8125 $480 $8605
Health Care Center:
Dental Assistant $4800 $750 $5550
Health Information Management $4800 $740 $5540
Medical Assistant $4800 $1035 $5835
Medical Records Tech $2600 $345 $2945
Medical Transcription (600 hrs.) $2600 $345 $2945
Practical Nursing (1575 hrs.) $7100 $2100 $9200
Transportation Technologies Center:
Automotive Mechanics $4800 $740 $5540
Automotive Technology $4800 $740 $5540
Collision Repair $4800 $740 $5540
Diesel Equipment Technology $4800 $740 $5540
Highway Construction $4800 $740 $5540
Mobile Heavy Equipment Mechanics $4800 $740 $5540
RV & Outdoor Power Equipment $4800 $740 $5540

*All multi-vocational programs are 1080 hrs. unless
stated otherwise.


